contains the "testes" (fig. 4) (Djakonov, 1914; Stephensen, 1935) . Apparently there is no trace of the "penis" at the posterior end of the thorax.
In the mantle cavity of the holotype specimen, at least 14 or 15 well-developed metanauplius larvae lay dorsally to the body and were supported by the filamentary appendages from both sides (fio\ 4).
As figured here in magnification (figs. 7, 8) , the metanauplii are two-shelled like the larvae of Ulophysema oresundense (Brattstrom, 1948a 623408-62-vol. 113 No male was found in the holotype specimen.
In the general organization as described above, this ascothoracid much resembles the zoanthid-infesting genus Baccalaureus appendages is undoubtedly obvious. In all known spceies of Baccalaureus (at least 10 at present), the thoracic appendages are uniramous and unsegmented and vary from three to six pairs. In the genus Laura (only one species), however, the six thoracic appendages are uniramous and faintly segmented (?) . In Ascothorax ophioctenis Djakonov of the Synagogidae, the six pairs of thoracic appendages are biramous and two-segmented (and with two-articulate pedicel) (Stephensen, 1935) . In the more primitive (?) genus Synagoga parasitic on the Antipatharia and Crinoidea, the six pairs of thoracic appendages are distinctly biramous, segmented, and very much setigerous (Norman, 1913; Okada, 1926 Okada, , 1938 . It follows then that the genus Gorgonolaureus here described should be included in the family Lauridae which has certain affinities with the Synagogidae, especially Ascothorax.
Finally, it is interesting to note that this is the first recorded occurrence of the Ascothoracida in the group of Octocorallia and is the smallest of the Ascothoracida.
